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BOOK REVIEWS. 



Handbook of American Constitutional Law. By Henry 
Campbell Black, M. A. St. Paul, Minn : West Publish 
ing Co., 1895. Pages 627. 

Practical works on Constitutional Law are becoming every 
year more and more of a necessity in a lawyer's office. The 
steady deterioration of the legislative branch of the govern- 
ment of the different states has lead to the enactment, either 
through ignorance or design, of innumerable statutes which 
violate the Federal or State Constitutions. The self interest 
which prompts an attorney and his client to establish the 
unconstitutionality of an act, affords the surest means by 
which the integrity of the Constitution as the fundamental 
law may be maintained. Such subjects as " Special and 
Local Legislation," " Delegation of Legislative Powers," 
" Title and Subject Matter of Statutes," relate to the safe 
guards which the Constitution throws around the process of 
legislation. Every lawyer should feel it his duty, not only as 
a lawyer, but also as a citizen, to see that the constitutional 
provisions aimed against legislative corruption are strictly 
upheld and enforced. Mr. Black's book will afford efficient 
aid in attacking legislative abuse of the Constitution. The 
book is stated to be intended primarily for the use of students 
at law, and instructors in Law Schools and Universities. The 
book, however, is not merely theoretical, but practical to a 
degree unusual among books on this subject. The author 
states the leading principles and doctrines in the form of a 
series of brief rules or propositions, numbered consecutively 
throughout the book, and these are explained, amplified, and 
illustrated in the subsidiary text, and supported by the citation 
of pertinent authorities. The work is a worthy addition to the 
excellent series of text books known as the Horn Book Series. 

A. B. Weimer. 
274 



